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Who we are?

The Japan Civil Society Network on SDGs is a network of 140 

organizations, including NGOs, private companies, and cooperatives, 

established in 2016 with the aim of realizing a sustainable world. In 

line with the principle of "leaving no one behind", the SDGs Japan 

works to realize a sustainable world that integrates economic, social, 

and environmental aspects. As a civil society organization (CSO) 

network, the SDGs Japan collaborates with private companies, local 

governments, the government, international CSO networks, and 

other stakeholders.

https://www.sdgs-japan.net/en

SDGs Spotlight Report 2021 1



Preface 

It has been six years since the adoption of the 2030 Agenda, which includes the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Although its awareness is gradually 

increasing in Japan, the progress toward achieving the SDGs has not been on 

the track, either in Japan or in the world. In 2020, with only ten years left until 

2030, the United Nations declared that the next ten years would be a "Decade 

of Action". 

The outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic has set back our achievements of the 

SDGs, which have been gradually built up. In order to achieve the SDGs across 

the world, we must urgently address the climate crisis, promote renewable 

energy, create a fair economic system including taxation and social security 

systems, and ensure gender equality. Also, it is our priority to ensure the human 

rights of those who are vulnerable or marginalized because of their nationality, 

disability, ethnicity, Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity (SOGI), age, and 

other originality. In order to achieve the SDGs leaving no one behind, there are 

many urgent issues to be addressed.

The SDG Spotlight Report 2021 is a report, published by the Japan Civil Society 

Network on SDGs (SDGs Japan), to evaluate the current status and challenges in 

achieving the SDGs in Japan and the world, as well as proposing policy 

recommendations to the Japanese government.

which analyzes the current status and challenges of achieving the SDGs in Japan 

and around the world, and makes recommendations to the Japanese 

government. The report was written mainly by the 11 sectoral units of SDG 

Japan (Development, Disability, Disaster, Education, Environment, Gender, 

Global Health, Local issues in Japan, Poverty, Social Responsibility and Youth). 

This is a compilation of independent reports from civil society to supplement 

Japan's Voluntary National Review (VNR) to be presented at the UN High Level 

Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) in 2021.

SDGs Japan has summarized key points for realizing a sustainable society where 

"leaving no one behind" from the perspective of civil society. In 2017, SDGs 
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Japan prepared an independent report for Japan's first VNR, and now, four 

years later, we publish the second report. In addition to assessing the progress 

of the SDGs, this spotlight report mentions specific measures to be taken in the 

future. 

The contents of this report are based on the materials submitted at the 

"Opinion exchange meeting between civil society and relevant ministries and 

agencies on the HLPF" held on April 23, 2021. Each evaluation or 

recommendation uses a unique method in statistics. The views expressed in 

this publication are those of each unit or member organization and

do not necessarily represent the views of SDGs Japan.

The next part describes comprehensive and cross-cutting recommendations to 

achieve the SDGs, such as data gathering and analysis and COVID-19 issues, and 

the last part mentions progress assessment and policy recommendations for 

each SDG goal.
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Acronyms & Abbreviations

ACT Access to COVID-19 Tools

BHRNAP Business and Human Rights National Action Plan

CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women

CFCs chlorofluorocarbons

COP Conference of the Parties

CSOs Civil society organizations

DAC Development Assistance Committee

DRR Disaster Risk Reduction

ECW Education Cannot Wait

ESG Environmental, Social, and Governance

FDI Foreign direct investments

FOIP Free and Open Indo-Pacific

GHG Greenhouse Gas

GNI Gross National Income

GPE Global Partnership for Education

GPEVAC Global Partnership to Eradicate Violence against Children

HCFCs hydrochlorofluorocarbons

HFCs hydrofluorocarbons

HLPF High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development

HRDD Human Rights Due Diligence

IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

JBIC Japan Bank for International Cooperation

JICA Japan International Cooperation Agency

ILO International Labour Organization

LDCs Least Developed Countries

METI Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

MEXT Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
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MGoS Major Groups and Other Stakeholders

MHLW Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare

MOE Ministry of Environment

MOFA Ministry of Foreign Affairs

MSME micro, small and medium-sized enterprises

NDCs Nationally Determined Contributions

NEXI Nippon Export and Investment Insurance

NGOs Non-governmental organizations

NHRIs National Human Rights Institutions

NPOs Non-profit organizations

NTDs Neglected Tropical Diseases

ODA Official Development Assistance

OECD Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development

OOF Other Official Flows

PCR Polymerase Chain Reaction

PF Private Flows

SDGs Sustainable Development Goals

SDGs Japan Japan Civil Society Network on SDGs

SFDRR Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction

SOGI Sexual orientation and gender identity

SRHR Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights

UHC Universal Health Coverage

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund

VNR Voluntary National Review
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Toward achieving the SDGs: "Leaving no one behind”

In this section, we will introduce SDG Japan's recommendations to achieve the SDGs in the following

four areas.

1) Leaving no one behind

2) VNR process

3) Data gathering and analysis on SDGs progress assessment

4) Multi-benefit

1) Leaving no one behind

"Transforming our world into a sustainable society free of poverty, leaving no one behind”. This is

the philosophy underlying the SDGs adopted by the United Nations in 2015. We, SDGs Japan, aim to

achieve the SDGs through the inclusion of diverse stakeholders from the perspective of civil society.

In the midst of the pandemic that has changed our society, "SDGs-centered measures" are necessary

for transformation.

2) VNR process

VNRs are reports voluntarily prepared by countries to share their successes, challenges and

experiences in working towards achieving the SDGs, and to strengthen policies by bringing all

stakeholders together to implement the SDGs. VNRs are presented at the HLPF held every July, and

the Japanese government has previously conducted its first VNR in 2017 and is now releasing its

second VNR.

● Improvement and expansion of the VNR

The first cycle of VNRs (2016-2019) noted inconsistent reporting and formulation processes,

and limited civil society engagement in many countries. Furthermore, many VNRs were not

formalized, making comparative analysis difficult. There is a need for more systematic efforts

to achieve a whole-of-society approach, adhering to the principle of "leaving no one behind,"

in VNR processes both at the national level and at the global level.

● Improving and expanding stakeholder engagement and realizing the "leaving no one behind"

commitment

CSOs have contributed to developing VNRs by providing expertise and analysis. They have

also listened to the voices of diverse people, including those in the vulnerable groups, and

reported on social issues from the perspective of civil society.

Spotlight reports by civil society can add significant value to the official HLPF sessions and can

complement VNRs produced by governments. In this context, we stress that spotlight reports should

be featured in all online platforms of the HLPF, as well as in VNR sharing and interactive discussions

in other sessions of the HLPF.

(Development)
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3) Data gathering and analysis on SDG progress assessment

In the shared data of SDG global indicators by the Japanese government, data on 90 out of 247 global

indicators have not been released (as of July 2021). In order to accurately grasp the progress for each

goal, it is necessary to promote the release of data on global indicators. If the data already exists, it

should be released immediately. If the data does not exist, a "time to release" should be set, or

implementing proxy data should be considered. Assessing locals with SDG local indicators is also

important.

When setting up proxy indicators, it is necessary to include vulnerable groups in the data and to

accurately understand the situation of such groups. It is also important that these proxy indicators

are set in consultation with CSOs.

Gathering disaggregated data is also important. In particular, gathering data by age, gender and

disability is required for global indicators, and it is important to formulate policies based on such

data. Considering the key principle of "leaving no one behind," this is essential to clarify the

challenges in policy implementation faced by marginalized groups, and how to address these issues.

It is useful to collect statistical data not only through quantitative methods, but also qualitative. It is

then important to indicate the gaps between the current situation and the goals and set measures to

achieve the SDGs.

In order to collect that information in an accurate and appropriate manner, it is important to secure

the maximum participation of the groups concerned and of CSOs that work closest to them.

Gender equality is an area that is particularly behind in Japan's progress on the SDGs. With regard to

Goal 5 and all other goals, it is necessary to collect data on gender and gender identity, to analyze the

current situation in Japan, and to accelerate efforts.

(Gender)

4) Multi-benefit

In the implementation of the SDGs, the importance of cross-sectoral initiatives, for example climate

change and gender, and resource development and indigenous peoples' rights has been emphasized.

Proactive feedback from governments on the views of diverse stakeholders, including CSOs is

expected.

To achieve the SDGs, it is necessary to avoid trade-offs and pursue multi-benefits, and it is important

to evaluate not only each goal independently but also from the perspective of multi-benefit creation.

For example, with regard to climate change and gender, the importance of gender equality and

women's empowerment was stated in the Paris Agreement, and efforts are being made by UN

agencies to promote the employment of women in the renewable energy sector. Japan is aiming for

net-zero greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 2050 as well as the advancement of women, and it will

be useful to evaluate efforts to achieve both simultaneously.

(Environment: JACSES)
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SDG 1　No Poverty

SDG1.2 sets a clear target of "By 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women and

children of all ages living in poverty in all its dimensions according to national definitions."

Furthermore, efforts are needed to improve the income of all individuals. However, the Japanese

government does not publish the latest relative poverty rate. The Ministry of Health, Labour and

Welfare (MHLW) should publish the relative poverty rate, which is based on the Comprehensive

Survey of Living Conditions. SDG 1.2.1 "Proportion of population living below the national poverty

line, by sex and age" should also be made public.

Since the outbreak of COVID-19, the number of applications for public assistance has increased for

six consecutive months until March 2021 compared to the same month of the previous year (up 8.6%

in March 2021)1. While the government’s effort encourages people to use the public assistance

system, needy people have access only to the flexible operation of existing systems, such as welfare

fund loans and housing security benefits. New initiatives are necessary for them. The Social Security

Council, established in April 2021, is expected to raise the standard of livelihood assistance.

In the General Principles of Policy on Child Poverty2, it is mentioned that realizing a society in which

all children can have dreams and hopes is necessary to break the cycle of poverty. It is important to

comprehensively promote measures against child poverty not only for the "future" of children but

also for their "present" lives, in accordance with the principle of the Convention on the Rights of the

Child. In addition, the opinions of children should be respected and their best interests should be

given priority in the promotion of measures.

The World Bank announced in October 2019 that the number of the world's extremely poor will

increase in 2020 for the first time in more than 20 years as a result of the pandemic. 80 to 115

million people will newly fall into extreme poverty in 2020, and if this trend continues, the number

will increase to 150 million by 2021. The percentage of the world's population living in extreme

poverty (those living on less than $1.90 a day) is predicted to increase from 7.9% to 9.1%-9.4% in

2020. " The Japanese government released SDGs Implementation Guiding Principles Revised Edition3

in December 2019, stating that "(Japan) will make efforts both in Japan and in cooperation with

other countries to achieve sustainable societies world-wide where no one will be left behind.” This

means tackling poverty from an international perspective is also important. Specifically, Japan's

Official Development Assistance (ODA) should be increased from 0.31% of GNI in 2020 to 0.7% by

2030, grants should be significantly increased to effectively combat poverty and infectious diseases,

and ODA should be untied following the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) definition.

(Poverty)

3 MOFA, https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/gaiko/oda/sdgs/pdf/kaitei_2019_en.pdf

2 Cabinet Office, https://www8.cao.go.jp/kodomonohinkon/pdf/r01-taikou.pdf

1 MHLW, National Survey on Public Assistance Recipients https://www.mhlw.go.jp/toukei/list/74-16.html
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SDG 2　Zero Hunger

(1) World hunger has been on the rise driven by conflict and climate change. In addition, the

impact of COVID-19 has disrupted and weakened health and nutrition services in countries

with inherently weak health systems. More than 34 million people are at risk of famine and

chronic malnutrition, where one in three children under the age of five is malnourished. It is

estimated that the number of children dying of malnutrition may increase to 168,000 and 10

million more children may become undernourished by 2022. In light of this situation of

malnutrition in conflict-affected and poor countries around the world, the Tokyo Nutrition

for Growth Summit, to be organised by the Japanese government in December 2021, will

require the mobilization of financial and policy commitments from governments and an

ambitious commitment from the Japanese government to solve the challenges of global

hunger and malnutrition.

(2) With the impact of COVID-19, more and more families in Japan cannot afford to pay for daily

food. In response to the current situation, where the need for school lunches has been

reaffirmed as a guarantee of food for children, efforts should be made to make school

lunches free of charge and to provide food to students when schools are closed or during

long vacations.

(Global Health: SDG 2.2)
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SDG 3　Good Health and Well-being

COVID-19 measures based on the SDGs

- COVID-19 is primarily an issue of health (Goal 3), however it affects not only health, but also access

to education, poverty and inequality, gender, and all other goals. In addition, how the government

and local governments address COVID-19 is directly related to Goal 16, which is related to

governance and equity, and Goal 17, which is related to partnerships.

In the early stages of confronting COVID-19, Japan failed to frame its policies under the governing

principles of transparency and accountability (Target 16.6) and participatory decision-making (Target

16.7), and its short-term and unprincipled policy development, which prioritized maintaining cabinet

support in public opinion polls, was conspicuous. This has been corrected to a certain extent during

the COVID-19 pandemic, but the path to participation in policy discussions is still closed to those who

are infected COVID-19 and to communities strongly impacted by COVID-19. Below are just a few

examples of things that should be avoided from the perspective of COVID-19 measures based on the

SDGs.

- In the case of multilateral cooperation and bilateral aid for COVID-19, it is necessary to evaluate

whether support "leaving no one behind" has been provided to more vulnerable countries and

people in a transparent and accountable way. In this regard, it is highly commendable that the

Japanese government has, from the beginning, provided multilateral assistance that respects the

framework of international cooperation centered on the ACT Accelerator, and that it paved the way

for the rapid deployment of measures to support COVID-19 in developing countries by co-hosting the

COVAX AMC Summit in June 2021 with the GAVI Alliance. On the other hand, with regard to bilateral

aid, the fact that most of the countries that received loans for emergency assistance in response to

the COVID-19 crisis were "Free and Open Indo-Pacific" (FOIP) countries, needs to be reviewed,

including from a critical perspective, in light of the fact that aid should not be subordinated to foreign

policy, but should be provided where it is needed most.

- Although the number of COVID-19 infections and deaths in Japan has been kept relatively low

compared to other regions, it has suffered the third most damage after Indonesia and the Philippines

of countries in East Asia, Southeast Asia, and the Pacific region. Various factors have been pointed

out regarding this. For example, because Japan was not affected by the SARS and H1N1 influenza

epidemics experienced by other East Asian countries, it lacked experience in emergency response to

highly contagious and lethal acute infectious diseases, and was left with no choice but to acquire

expertise and experience through trial and error. As the infection spread, the relationship between

the central government and local governments, the division of labor among ministries and agencies,

and the regional medical systems were developed . It is in this process of "trial and error" that there

are lessons to be shared with other countries for the future. This needs to be documented and

evaluated from the perspective of the SDGs, using both quantitative and qualitative methods.

Evaluating the impact of COVID-19 and the measures taken to deal with it will also allow us to assess

the "true strength" of Japan's healthcare system.
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- COVID-19 needs to be evaluated not only in the healthcare sector (Goal 3), but also in all other

goals, including the social and economic sectors, as well as the impact of policies and field efforts,

including cases of failure and difficulties.

- COVID-19 has a significant impact on socially, economically, and institutionally vulnerable

populations. Although Japan is internationally recognized as a country with a high level of

achievement in Universal Health Coverage (UHC), COVID-19 revealed that many of Japan's systems

for ensuring UHC are challenged, creating a substantial burden on access to health, medical care, and

welfare, especially for people in vulnerable communities. In April and May, in response to the State

of UHC Commitment Survey called for by UHC2030, the global coordinating body for the realization

of UHC, the Africa-Japan Forum conducted a survey of leaders, social workers, and health workers in

legally, socially, and economically vulnerable communities. Their responses to the survey revealed

the following

➢ The UHC system in Japan, which consists of public health insurance, tax-based social welfare

programs, and public assistance schemes, works relatively well, especially for the majority

who have stable employment and income. However, for minorities with legal, social, and

economic vulnerabilities, the higher the vulnerability, the greater the time, effort, cost, and

patience required to access health care and welfare, a paradoxical situation.

➢ This is due to the complexity of the design of the social welfare system in particular, and the

fact that the public assistance schemes have been operated in a way that prioritizes tighter

regulations under the guise of "reducing fraudulent payments" and reducing costs by

reducing the number of cases rather than guaranteeing access. In addition, in Japan, medical

insurance, social welfare, public assistance, etc. are not sufficiently taught in public

education, and even after reaching adulthood, there are few opportunities to learn how

these systems and concepts are established and how they are operated. As a result, people

in vulnerable situations have to go through complex and bureaucratic application procedures

without enough knowledge or training.

➢ Because of their experiences of abuse and vulnerability, these vulnerable people are unable

to see themselves as irreplaceable and have low self-respect, often giving up on accessing

health and medical care in the face of various obstacles. As a result, there are many cases

where the disease worsens. In addition, services related to mental illness and "Sexual and

Reproductive Health and Rights" (SRHR) are given low priority in Japan, and are often not

covered by insurance or are subject to discrimination and prejudice in relation to access. In

addition, gender-based discrimination, harassment, and sexual violence may occur at welfare

offices and medical institutions. As a result, there have been cases where it has become

more difficult for women who have been victims of domestic violence to access health care.

➢ For foreign nationals as well, problems in accessing health care arise mainly for those

without status of residence, and for so-called "technical trainees" and "foreign students"

who work under unstable status of residence and labor rights. Without residency status, the

right of access to emergency medical care is not recognized . In addition, although the right

to work and access to healthcare is officially guaranteed for technical trainees, in reality,

there are cases where they are dismissed or forced to return home due to the onset of

tuberculosis or pregnancy. For these foreign workers', there are few organizations that
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provide support to access healthcare, and it is limited to communities in the same country of

origin and some NGOs/NPOs. Health care access is not systematically guaranteed in Japan,

especially for foreign residents with unstable status of residence.

➢ However, the policy of promoting "medical tourism" pursued by the Japanese government

since the 2010s has led to a decrease in the resources for guaranteeing access to healthcare

for foreigners. This trend has been made clearer by COVID-19. A number of hospitals have

withdrawn from "free and low-cost medical care" due to worsening profits and other

reasons, and the availability of medical services for foreigners and other vulnerable groups

has become saturated.

- From this perspective, and in light of the ever-growing aging population in Japan, the expanding

foreign labor force, and increasing unstable employment, the percentage of vulnerable groups with

difficulties in accessing health, medical care, and welfare is expected to grow rapidly in the future.

Japan's public health insurance, social welfare, and public assistance systems are still functioning as

systems that guarantee UHC, but these systems need to be reformed so that they can function more

appropriately for vulnerable populations and lead to faster improvements in health care access and

insurance issues for these populations.

- In terms of the impact of COVID-19 on the health sector, particularly in terms of Target 3.8 (UHC),

challenges can be seen in the following

➢ Testing and contact tracing (proactive epidemiological surveillance): Throughout 2020, Japan

continued to have weak access to COVID-19 testing compared to many other countries.

Particularly in large cities such as Tokyo, where government testing is only available to people

who meet strict criteria, access to testing has been limited to paying JPY 20,000-30,000 (USD

200-300) to utilize PCR testing at private hospitals.

➢ Preventive measures (masks, personal protective equipment), and methods, effectiveness of

preventive messages and actual behavioral changes: Although these have now been

resolved, in the first half of 2020, masks and personal protective equipment disappeared

from the market and prices skyrocketed, making access difficult for the general public.

➢ Access to isolation and medical facilities: In Japan, hospitals did not provide the necessary

beds for the medical care of coronary patients, and demand easily outstripped supply,

forcing many people with SARS-COV-2 to stay at home. This is due to the fact that hospitals

have been operating with a low number of medical personnel per bed due to administrative

reforms and tight cost control, making it easy for a pandemic to cause medical collapse.

➢ Impact of COVID-19 on other diseases (non-communicable diseases, dementia, mental

illness, suicide, etc.): As health centers became busy with COVID-19 operations, for example,

free and anonymous HIV testing services that had been conducted regularly were

suspended. As a result, the number of people receiving HIV tests has significantly decreased,

and the number of cases where people are found to be HIV positive only after the onset of

AIDS has increased. In addition, the number of cases of dementia and non-communicable

diseases increased and the quality of life declined as elderly people refrained from visiting

hospitals for fear of COVID-19 infection and community-based care services for the elderly

were closed.
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The socio-economic, cultural, and political impacts of COVID-19, as well as the challenges of policy

planning and implementation, need to be analyzed and addressed through quantitative and

qualitative methods in relation to the following goals and targets

➢ Goal 4 (Education): Children's access to education, vocational education, etc.

➢ Goal 5 (Gender): Gender-based violence, single-parent families, unpaid work

➢ Goal 8 (Economic Growth and Employment): Corporate bankruptcy, unemployment and the

effects of "benefits and subsidies", informal employment, etc.

➢ Goal 9 (Industrialization and Innovation): Positive and negative impacts of COVID-19 on

various industries

➢ Goal 10 (Reduction of national and international inequalities): Formulate and implement

appropriate immigration policies that guarantee the rights of immigrants (foreign residents in

Japan).

➢ Goal 11 (Sustainable Cities and Human Settlements): address the living conditions of

vulnerable groups, especially socio-economic groups, and disasters.

➢ Goal 16 (Violence and Crime): Increase in crime, violence and abuse, discrimination,

prejudice and hatred, etc.

➢ Goal 16 (Governance): Transparency, openness and participation in policy making.

➢ Goal 17 (Partnership): Government and local governments, business, civil society, and

various support measures, etc.

(Global Health)

COVID-19 revealed the reality that Japan's public health policy has been in retreat due to

administrative reform. The total number of public health centers was 845 nationwide in 1997, but by

April 2021, it had decreased to 470, a decrease of about 45%. In addition, the pandemic has led to an

overload of work, including "active epidemiological surveys.” As for infectious disease beds, the

number has also decreased from 18.8 beds per 100,000 people in 1975 to 1.4 beds per 100,000

people in 2015. Japan's vulnerability to COVID-19 can be attributed to low political commitment and

lack of policy management from a medium- to long-term perspective, as well as underinvestment in

public health during normal times.

(Global Health)

➢ The degree of international achievement toward the goal of reducing the global maternal

mortality ratio to less than 70 per 100,000 live births by 2030 is insufficient. Japan needs to

increase its contribution.

➢ It should be noted that the priority of funding for international organizations involved in

improving maternal mortality should not be decreased even in the COVID-19 pandemic.

(Global Health: SDG 3.1)

Japan's contribution and progress in international coordination and contributions to fill the funding

gap for equitable access to medical tools to combat COVID-19, expanding manufacturing capacity

and strengthening sustainable supply chains, including in developing countries, and ensuring

transparency and accountability with emphasis on public interest in enforcement rights, pricing, and

sharing of technology and information should be assessed and reported.

(Global Health: SDG 3.3)
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Of the 20 neglected tropical diseases (NTDs), only echinococcosis, rabies, and dengue/chikungunya

fever require notification of all cases, and the number of people in need of intervention for NTDs in

Japan is unknown and significantly underestimated. It is necessary to establish epidemiological

surveys and surveillance systems to obtain a full picture of diseases such as scabies, Chagas disease,

and snakebite envenoming, which are thought to have a significant number of infected and injured

people in Japan.

(Global Health: SDG 3.3)

In order to facilitate access to information and services that realize sexual and reproductive health

and rights (SRHR) for all, the following data need to be captured:

1) The percentage of women of childbearing age (15-49 years) who have unmet needs for

family planning using modern methods (SDG 3.7.1)

2) Data on the prevalence of sexuality education by age in Japan (statistical information from

elementary school students to adults)

3) Disclosure and understanding of the detailed content of sexuality education currently

provided in compulsory education

4) Content and measures for sexuality education for children who are vulnerable to sexual

harm, such as children with disabilities

5) Understanding access to contraceptives and devices, including emergency contraceptives, in

Japan, and whether the public is satisfied with this degree of access

6) The actual situation of pregnancy and childbirth among foreign technical trainees, and

countermeasures and protection taken

(Global Health: SDG 3.7)

➢ In the public medical insurance, social welfare system, and public medical assistance system

that guarantees UHC in Japan, the system is reversed in that the higher the vulnerability, the

more cost, time, effort, and certification are required for health and medical care access, and

there is an urgent need to reform the system to make it easier to utilize for people who are

legally, socially, economically, and culturally vulnerable.

➢ Another problem is that there are few opportunities to learn about these systems as life skills

in public and lifelong education. People have to go through complicated and bureaucratic

application procedures without knowledge and preparation. On the other hand, lack of

knowledge and understanding also means less public support. This point needs to be

improved as soon as possible. In addition, especially with regard to public assistance,

misinformation on social networking sites and other factors are hindering people's

willingness to access the information.

➢ As for SRHR and mental illness, their priority among health and medical care is basically low,

and the costs of counseling for mental illness and abortion for SRHR are not covered by

insurance. There are no other financial assistance programs, and the lack of funds has led to

more serious situations where those in need must give up access.

➢ There are cases of gender-related discrimination, microaggressions, and harassment at

medical institutions and welfare offices, which are major barriers to health care access,

especially for those who have lost their self-esteem due to vulnerability.
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➢ Foreigners without status of residence, as well as those with unstable status of residence,

employment and working conditions, are the most marginalized in health and medical care

access.

➢ Of the data on UHC achievement, family planning 3.8.1-① is the lowest, at 60% in 2018.

Family planning is an area that needs improvement even though Japan is a country that has

achieved UHC.

(Global Health: SDG 3.8)

In countries with inherently weak health systems, routine health and nutrition services are being

disrupted or weakened, and in a worst-case scenario, infant mortality could increase by about 45% in

low- and middle-income countries, and more than 10 million people could suffer from wasting

disease and stunting by 2022. Essential health services such as maternal and child nutrition and

immunization are particularly affected by the shortage of health personnel and supplies.

In the bilateral support for COVID-19, it is necessary to support comprehensive essential health and

nutrition services for the poorest and most vulnerable countries, and to provide financial support for

health, including mobilization of domestic funds and elimination of out of pocket payments.

Contributions to and support for national and international NGOs and communities that support

vulnerable populations will also be required.

(Global Health: SDG 3.2, 3.8)

Access to “high quality and basic health services" for foreigners living in Japan

It is important to have a system to identify and support the difficulties of foreign residents living in

Japan. There is a need for a system in which the health sector such as medical institutions and local

health centers, public educational institutions, local socio-educational resources and the foreign

community collaborate and field staff form cross-municipal teams.

(Youth: SDG 3.8, 3.b)

Consideration of preventive medicine and public health perspectives

From the perspective of preventive medicine and public health, it is necessary to develop systems

and mechanisms to utilize nature, and to promote measures to encourage people to change their

lifestyles.

(Youth)

16



SDG 4　Quality Education

One in six (about 16%) of foreign children living in Japan are not attending primary or lower

secondary school. Adult migrant workers and foreign residents also face difficulties in reading and

writing Japanese in their daily lives and work. As of the end of October 2020, only 34 public lower

secondary schools opening in the evening have been established in only 10 prefectures, and only

about 4,200 people in 17 prefectures have been able to participate in the national Japanese training

program to support migrant workers.

(Education: SDG 4.1 and 4.6)

Despite existing efforts such as the Law for the Promotion of Anti-Bullying Measures and the

distribution of "Case Studies on Anti-Bullying Measures" by the Ministry of Education, Culture,

Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT), there were 610,000 cases of bullying at schools and 231,000

children who refuse to go to school in primary, lower secondary, and upper secondary schools in

2019. Violence against children by teachers and other adults (abuse and corporal punishment) also

exists. It is necessary to improve and expand measures to eradicate bullying and corporal

punishment, including increasing the number of teachers and assigning full-time counselors to all

schools.

(Education: SDG 4.1, 4.6)

Children's participation in school management is not institutionalized, although there are some

praiseworthy schools that have revised their school rules after consultation with students. The school

management councils that have been institutionalized consist of representatives of teachers,

parents, and residents, but students are excluded. There are only a few local governments where

children can express their opinions on education policy. Children's representatives are not included in

any councils on education policy organized by the central government, and there is no opportunity

for children to express their opinions. We call for the inclusion of high school student representatives

as members of councils on education policy, as in the case of the French government. The current

situation where children are not allowed to participate or express their opinions in decision-making

on education policy and school rules is considered to be one of the reasons for bullying and truancy

as mentioned above.

(Education: SDG 4.1)

According to the MEXT’s "School Basic Survey (FY 2018)", there is still a disparity in the percentage of

boys going on to four-year universities, 56.31% compared to 50.14% for girls, and there is a large

gender bias in the fields of study. 62% of girls have experienced or witnessed sexual harassment or

sexism in their daily lives. There is a need for education that fosters partnerships based on equal

communication by introducing comprehensive sex education, as promoted by UNESCO, into school

and early childhood education. It is necessary to provide gender equality training for teachers and

parents to make them aware of gender bias.

(Education: SDG 4.3, 4.5)
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Japan's actual aid amount for basic education (early childhood education, primary and secondary

education, and adult literacy) in 2018 was $190 million (FY2018 actual), and its share of total ODA

was 1.4%, compared to the average of 3.4% for DAC member countries. Considering the fact that

globally there are 258 million children without access to primary and secondary education, Japan is

required to at least triple the amount of aid for basic education to contribute to the achievement of

SDG4.1. There are two reasons why Japan's aid for basic education is low. The first reason is the

emphasis on economic infrastructure, with 39.9% of Japan's ODA allocated to economic

infrastructure, which is unusually high compared to the DAC average of 8.5%. The second is the

emphasis on higher education within education aid. 52% of Japan's education sector aid is allocated

to higher education, including study abroad expenses for students from developing countries to

study at universities in Japan.

In order for Japan to contribute to SDG 4.1 in the context of COVID-19, where technical cooperation

such as dispatching experts to and accepting trainees from developing countries is difficult, Japan

needs to increase its contributions to multilateral aid organizations such as the Global Partnership for

Education (GPE), which supports the reopening of schools and distance learning as response to

COVID-19 by ministries of education in developing countries, the United Nations and NGOs working

in the field (Japan's contribution for FY2020: approximately 800 million yen), and the Education

Cannot Wait (ECW), which specializes in supporting education during emergencies caused by

disasters and conflicts (Japan has not contributed to ECW).

(Education: SDG 4.1)

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which the Japanese government ratified in

2014, clearly states that inclusive education should be provided, where people with and without

disabilities learn together. However, the "inclusive education system" promoted by the MEXT clearly

states that the purpose of special needs education is to "overcome learning or living difficulties

caused by disabilities," which is not in line with the purpose of the Convention on the Rights of

Persons with Disabilities. It also says that the government will "pursue learning together in the same

place as much as possible," but that it will develop a diverse and flexible system that can provide

instruction "according to ability" and "based on characteristics" and that most accurately meets

educational needs. However, there are issues such as the lack of necessary class size reduction in

regular schools, inadequate basic environmental maintenance such as insufficient barrier-free school

facilities, lack of teachers and support staff, and lack of commuting support and medical care. Parents

are being asked to provide the necessary support, leading to the refusal of children to attend regular

schools, inability to ensure adequate learning within schools, and the reality of fixed segregation.

In the future, based on the general findings (recommendations) issued by the United Nations

Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, there is a strong need to fundamentally change

the old ways of education and establish a system in which students with disabilities can, in principle,

learn in schools and classes in their own communities.

(Disability: SDG 4.5, 4.a)

Highly-sensitive children may refuse to go to school due to various stimuli such as noisy voices at

school or angry voices of teachers. The background factors that lead to children's truancy are

becoming increasingly diverse, and it is worth noting that individual policies for dealing with truant
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students are taking this diversity into consideration. However, despite the fact that highly sensitive

persons (hereafter referred to as “HSP”) have their own problems and difficulties, including

hypersensitivity of the five senses, there are still no measures in place to deal with them in

educational institutions and the workplace. In order to ensure that the minority of HSPs are not left

behind in society, there is a need to expand awareness, provide equal opportunities, and access to

quality education.

(Youth: SDG 4.7, 4.a)

19



SDG 5　Gender Equality

➢ In the Gender Gap Index released by the World Economic Forum in March 2021, Japan

ranked 120th out of 156 countries, the lowest among the G7 countries. The gender gap is

widening to a serious degree and in order to close it , the Japanese government needs to

respond to the recommendations of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of

Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) seriously and work towards implementing them

before the next review of the report.

➢ The high percentage of women in informal labor, service industry workers, and unemployed ,

is increasing and worsening poverty, especially among single-parent families.It is likely that

this will result in the increase of gender-based violence including domestic violence, suicide

and health problems. These issues have always existed in Japanese society, but COVID-19 has

made them more apparent and exacerbated them.

➢ The impact of COVID-19 has highlighted the challenges faced by medical and nursing care

workers, 70% of whom are women. Difficult working conditions, discrimination against

medical workers and their families, and declining wages are some of the issues they are

facing. The Japanese government needs to work on compensation for them, as well as on

raising awareness to eliminate discrimination.

➢ The proposed LGBT law that prohibits any discrimination against sexual minorities was

dismissed at the 204th assembly of the national Diet held from January to June 2021. In

order to improve conditions of the LGBTQ population at school and work, a new LGBT law

must be passed as soon as possible.

(Gender: SDG 5.1)

➢ The number of domestic violence consultations from April 2020 to March 2021 increased 1.6

times compared to the same period of the previous year, due to increased stress among

family members caused by refraining from going out, teleworking, and economic insecurity.

Measures against violence targeting vulnerable groups, such as women, young people, and

people with disabilities, should be focused on and support provided to NGOs, including

shelter management, and national telephone counseling.

➢ The number of suicides among women and young people has risen due to the impact of

COVID-19 and reports of celebrity suicides. According to a survey conducted in October

2020, the number of suicides among women increased by 86% from the previous year, and

nearly doubled among those in their 20s and 40s. In addition, the number of suicides among

elementary, junior and senior high school students in the period from April to November

2020 increased by nearly 30% from the same period last year. There is an urgent need to

analyze the causes and take countermeasures.
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➢ As non-regular and part-time jobs dwindled during the COVID-19 pandemic, there are

reports of cases among students and young women (who have lost their jobs) who become

victims of non-consensual sexual intercourse and sexual violence as a result of being forced

to engage in unwilling customer service work. There is an urgent need for measures such as

counseling, providing shelters, and other measures to support the livelihoods of students

and young women.

(Gender: SDG 5.2)

➢ Since the head of the household was the recipient of the government’s COVID-19 subsidies

from April 2020, there were cases where women and victims of domestic violence who have

left their spouses could not receive the benefits. At the time of the Great East Japan

Earthquake, similar problems arose when benefits and donations from local governments

were lumped together and paid to the head of household. Regarding the benefits, it is

necessary to consider building a system that ensures they are delivered to individuals.

➢ There is a large difference in the amount of time men and women spend doing housework,

and there is still a strong gendered role division. The amount of time spent in unpaid

domestic work (care work) is heavily skewed toward women, leading to an increase in the

burden on women when school is closed and telework is introduced. Furthermore, there has

been a serious impact on the stability of employment for women.

➢ About 70% of informal workers are women. The impact of COVID-19 has caused serious

employment instability, especially in the early stages, including termination of employment

contracts. The situation for single mothers is serious, with many households reporting

reduced or no income. Although the government has decided to provide special benefits to

single-parent families, it is necessary to provide detailed support, including employment

assistance.

(Gender: SDG 5.4)

➢ The lack of women's participation in decision-making in the political and social spheres has

had a significant impact on Japan's ranking in the Gender Gap Index. Since 2003, the

government has set a goal to increase the percentage of women in leadership positions in all

sectors of society to at least 30% by 2020, but it has become difficult to realize this goal. In

the Fifth Basic Plan for Gender Equality formulated in 2020, the target date was ambiguously

set to “as early as possible in the 2020s.” There is a need to introduce a quota system and to

clarify more ambitious numerical targets and timing to achieve gender equality.

(Gender: SDG 5.5)

➢ The impact of COVID-19 has brought into focus the serious issues of SRHR in Japan, such as

the increase in unintended pregnancies among young women and "menstrual poverty," a

situation in which economically impoverished women cannot even afford sanitary products.

Although some local governments have already started to take measures against menstrual

poverty, it is necessary to promote not only the distribution of sanitary products but also to

provide accurate information on SRHR and related health services, and to increase access to

them. It is necessary to introduce comprehensive sexuality education in school education

from an early stage for young people, especially for children with disabilities.
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➢ There have been reports of cases where women of nationalities other than Japanese have

not been able to access SRHR services such as pregnancy, childbirth, contraception and

abortion care while living in Japan. There have been cases where foreign technical trainees

have been fired or forced to return to their home countries due to pregnancy, despite the

fact that this practice is prohibited under the Equal Employment Opportunity Law. There

have also been reports of immigrant women being arrested for importing and using oral

abortion pills, which is considered a crime of self-abortion under the Japanese Penal Code.

All these cases seem to be caused by the lack of access to SRHR information and health

services in Japan. In addition to the need to increase women's access to SRHR, there is a

need to increase the number of contraceptive options in Japan, which lags behind other

countries.

➢ As for SDG 5.6.1, 5.6.2, 5.a.1, and 5.a.2, data corresponding to the global indicators have not

been presented, so it is important to create a process chart and proceed with data

compilation for the next VNR.

(Gender: SDG 5.6)

In Scandinavian and European countries, which rank high in the Gender Gap Index ranking, both men

and women have high rates of taking maternity and childcare leave, creating a foundation for a

gender-equal society. In Scandinavian countries, the rate of both men and women taking childcare

leave exceeds 70%, creating an environment where women can work comfortably. According to a

survey conducted by the Cabinet Office in 2019, the rate of women taking childcare leave has been

hovering around 80%, while the rate for men, although on the rise, is still very low at 6.16%. It is

important to further expand gender equality in the workplace.

In the field of education as well, gender stereotypes (stereotyped perceptions of gender roles) hinder

women from entering the workforce. In response to this, the MEXT is promoting the "Development

of a Model Teacher Training Program to Promote Gender Equality," which aims to foster awareness

among teachers to support students' career development and promote gender equality without

being bound by gender stereotypes. However, according to the 2019 survey research report, the

reality is that surveys of teachers' attitudes show a variety of biases between men and women. For

example, the report cites teaching with gender compartmentalized statements such as "Because he’s

a boy...” or “Because she’s a girl..." Since the questionnaire in this report is an awareness survey, it

does not include unconscious words and actions on the part of teachers, and in reality, gender

equality has not been realized beyond the figures in the report. It is important to promote gender

education at an early stage in order to encourage the understanding of gender balance within

organizations.

The participation of women and sexual minorities in the political arena is important to achieve the

ideal of young women and sexual minorities achieving self-fulfillment and living in safety and

security, as well as to reform laws on sexual violence, access to emergency contraceptives, and the

dissemination of comprehensive sex education.

(Youth: SDG 5.1, 5.3, 5.c, 10.2)
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SDG 6　Clean Water and Sanitation

Japan has long been the largest donor country in the water and sanitation sector, as stated in Japan's

2017 VNR, "Japan has the world's best aid record in the water and sanitation sector”. On the other

hand, the amount of the Japanese government's water and sanitation aid to the Least Developed

Countries (LDCs) between 2009 and 2018 is very small, averaging only 14% of the total water and

sanitation aid provided by the Japanese government, which is a far cry from "achieving equal access"

and "leaving no one behind”.

Looking only at the aid for sanitation among the water and sanitation aid provided by the Japanese

government, the proportion of aid for sanitation directed to low-income countries in 2018 was just

1% and 0% for Sub-Saharan Africa. This is also against the principles of "achieving equal access" and

"leaving no one behind”.

In the past decade, about 80% of Japan's water and sanitation aid has been directed to large

infrastructure systems. On the other hand, many of the world's most vulnerable people in terms of

water and sanitation, especially those in rural areas, depend on basic water and sanitation services,

and the Japanese government needs to increase the proportion of aid directed to these basic

services.

SDG 6.a states "Expand international cooperation and capacity-building support targeting activities

and programmes in the water and sanitation sector in developing countries," but the Japanese

government's water and sanitation aid (disbursement basis) has continued to decline since 2017. As

the third pillar of COVID-19 related assistance, the Japanese government has announced the

development of an environment that is resilient to infectious diseases, including water, sanitation

and hygiene, and it is required to increase water and sanitation assistance and provide "no one is left

behind" assistance to vulnerable populations and low-income countries.

In Japan, 98% of the population is served by water utilities. On the other hand, more than 20,000

leakage and breakage accidents occur annually. There are issues such as the aging of the water

supply infrastructure and delays in reinforcing infrastructure for earthquake resistance.

In addition, 3、152 water treatment plants (16% of the total) are located nationwide in areas that are

expected to be flooded, and of these, 2,552 facilities have not taken measures against flooding. The

response to climate change to ensure a stable supply of water is insufficient.

(Global Health: SDG 6.1, 6.2)
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SDG 7　Affordable and Clean Energy

Insulating homes and buildings not only reduces final energy consumption and associated carbon

dioxide emissions, but also has a significant impact on quality of life by reducing running costs and

decreasing noise. However, there are inadequacies with regard to carbon reduction targets for

residential and commercial buildings: even with a target of 26% GHG reduction by 2030 in mind, the

actual figures for net-zero energy homes and buildings are far behind the plan. As the 2030 target is

expected to be even higher, it will be difficult to achieve the target under the current policy. In

addition, the expected role of insulation retrofitting of existing houses is currently small at 3-4%. The

government committee is discussing again to make it compulsory to comply with the energy

conservation standards for new houses and buildings, which was originally supposed to be done by

2020. Due to the nature of long-term use of houses and buildings after construction, it is essential to

work on improvements as soon as possible. In order to increase the numbers of insulated houses in

Japan and to implement effective insulation policies toward the 2030 target and carbon neutrality by

2050, it is important to make insulation building standards mandatory as soon as possible, while

taking into consideration the economically vulnerable.

(Youth: SDG 7.2)

To prevent damage from climate change, we need to phase out the use of fossil fuels and increase

the share of natural energy towards 100%. However, it is also necessary to solve the problems

associated with this (e.g., negative impact on the lives and employment of the poor, avoiding a

negative impact on the ecosystem, etc.), and we need to steadily work on energy conservation in

addition to the shift to natural energy. On the other hand, there are many people who do not have

access to energy in developing countries. From the viewpoint that no one should be left behind, it is

necessary to provide support to ensure safe and stable energy access for all people.

(Environment: JACSES)

It is necessary to encourage households, offices and facilities, and local governments to select power

suppliers that have a low environmental impact in terms of CO2 emissions, air pollution, nuclear

waste, etc. when choosing a power company to make a contract with. Local governments, national

and local educational institutions, research institutes, and public facilities should be required by law

to have this kind of power supply policy. Citizens should also be required by law to choose electricity

suppliers that have a low environmental impact.

Regulate the construction of new coal-fired electricity generating plants in Japan, promote the

shutdown of existing ones, and develop a coal phase-out plan

Even the newest coal-fired power plants still emit twice as much carbon dioxide as natural gas-fired

power plants, so in order to meet targets set in the Paris Agreement, new coal-fired power plants

should not be allowed to be built. Furthermore, there is a need for policies to phase-out existing

ones as well, as this will be the key to raising and meeting future emission reduction targets. A

concrete plan for the phase-out of coal-fired plants by 2030 is also needed.
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Stop supporting the installation of fossil fuel thermal plants (especially coal) in developing countries

Exporting fossil fuel thermal plants infrastructure to developing countries will result in greatly

increased CO2 emissions and environmental pollution. The Japanese government should revoke the

policy of exporting these plants and immediately stop Japan Bank for International Cooperation

(JBIC), Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and Nippon Export and Investment Insurance

(NEXI) from financing them.

Mainstreaming Support for "Women and Energy" in Development Cooperation

There is a need for the introduction of renewable energy sources, such as solar energy, that can be

used in poor communities in urban and rural areas.

(Environment)
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SDG 8　Decent Work and Economic Growth

In accordance with the Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (hereinafter referred to as

"the Guiding Principles'') adopted by the United Nations in 2011, states are obligated to protect

human rights, and companies are responsible for respecting human rights, mainly through Human

Rights Due Diligence (HRDD). In the event of human rights violations, both states and corporations

must take all possible measures to ensure that effective remedies are made available. These "Guiding

Principles" include the prohibition of forced labor, modern slavery, human trafficking, and child labor

in SDG 8.7, and the protection of the rights of workers, including migrant workers, in SDG 8.8. The

Japanese government and companies are required to work on the implementation of the Guiding

Principles based on the National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights 2020-2025 (BHRNAP),

which was released in October 2020. One of the problems that arose in the process of formulating

this plan was the lack of a cap analysis of the human rights situation, and it is necessary to continue

to understand and analyze the current situation in order to promote the BHRNAP. It is necessary to

set up a multi-stakeholder monitoring system at an early stage, not only to report the progress but

also to discuss the way forward. In promoting the BHRNAP, civil society also needs to be involved in

HRDD and monitor it. In the U.S. and Europe, legislation is being formulated, and Japan needs to

monitor the progress of the BHRNAP and promote discussions on legislation.

HRDD refers to a series of continuous processes in which companies identify, prevent and mitigate

human rights impacts in advance, and provide remedies based on formal procedures when human

rights violations occur.

(Business and Human Rights)

"Ending child labour in all its forms by 2025", included in SDG 8.7, is an important target related to

the achievement of SDG 4.1. A joint report by the International Labour Organization (ILO) and United

Nations Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) in 2000 predicts that a 1% increase in poverty will result

in at least a 0.7% increase in child labor. It is also estimated that 90% of children enrolled in school

(1.6 billion) were affected by the closure of schools due to COVID-19, and it is expected that many

children will not be able to return to school when it reopens. As the risk of child labor increases

around the world, efforts to prevent and eliminate child labor should be strengthened.

(Education: SDG 8.7)

While the employment of people with disabilities is increasing, about 80% of them are in non-regular

employment with poor working conditions. Subsidies for the placement of workplace assistants are

provided for a period of 10 years, making it difficult for people with severe disabilities to continue

working. In addition, the wages for welfare-type employment, which accounts for most of the

employment of people with intellectual disabilities, are extremely low. In addition, while the

promotion of telework as the new normal is a welcome trend for people with disabilities who have

mobility difficulties, consideration must be given to those who are disadvantaged in situations where

they cannot work in an office, for example, in the absence of a workplace caregiver or due to

information security concerns in online meetings. In addition, there is a concern that COVID-19 will
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lead to worsening of business conditions and dismissal of people with disabilities due to difficulties in

transitioning to telework.

(Disability: SDG 8.5)

For the development of a post-COVID society, it is important to have more positive recognition of the

role and potential of young people in society. Also, increasing opportunities for young people to

participate proactively in various social activities is important.

As non-regular workers have fewer opportunities to receive vocational training and skill development

than regular workers, they are in a disadvantageous position in terms of human capital formation.

Therefore, in order to improve the quality of human capital of the entire nation and quickly recover

from the economic crisis caused by the pandemic, it is also important to review and reform the

education system, including the expansion of career education with a view to the future.

The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Violence and Harassment in the World of Work,

which was adopted by the ILO on June 21, 2019, as the first international anti-harassment rule,

includes first time job hunters and job seekers in its scope of protection. However, the Japanese

government decided to limit the scope of protection to workers in employment relationships, so first

time job hunters are not covered. It is important to compare the ILO Conventions and the 2030

Agenda with the current laws and efforts of the Japanese government, and to examine the "job

hunting sexual harassment" and "job hunting harassment" that have become apparent among job

hunters and job seekers. In order to mitigate the risk of "job hunting sexual harassment, sexual

harassment, and harassment of workers," it is important for the government to provide financial

support to organizations with the common goal of promoting the SDGs, and to cooperate in public

awareness activities.

(Youth: SDG 8.5, 8.10)
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SDG 9　Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure

Infrastructure development and technology levels in African countries, developing countries, and

small island developing countries are still lagging behind, and in particular, the development of an

Internet environment that can be accessed anywhere at low cost, the establishment of clean

technology and environmentally friendly industries, and support for technology development and

research in the fields of finance and technology are necessary for strong and sustainable

development in developing countries.

(Business and Human Rights: SDG 9.1, 9.a, 9.b, 9.c)

The trend of reduced emissions from motor transport, which accounts for the majority of transport

sector emissions, is coming to a halt due to the increase in demand for home deliveries resulting

from the expansion of delivery services and e-commerce markets. Since the number of vehicles

transporting goods and the frequency of transportation are on the rise due to the shift to smaller

and more frequent transportation, there is a limit to how much we can reduce emissions simply by

improving logistics efficiency through digital transformation, as is being promoted by the

government. If we are to achieve a significant reduction in emissions from the transportation sector,

it is essential that we not only reduce emissions by improving the efficiency of logistics, but also work

to achieve zero emissions by promoting the use of zero-emission vehicles. It is important to promote

policies for the widespread use of all-electric vehicles and vehicles which use next-generation

biofuels.

(Youth: SDG 9.4)

Prompt transition to decarbonized businesses

In order to create businesses and employment that will contribute to the transition to a sustainable

society, policies are needed to revitalize local communities and allow for fair labor migration, based

on a shift from the current energy-intensive industrial structure to decarbonized businesses

(renewable energy and energy conservation-related industries).

Maintain the infrastructure and freedom of movement in local communities, such as public transport

and mobile vending

Public transportation in Japan is supported by citizens, but the use of public transport such as buses

and trains is decreasing due to the requirement for COVID-19 prevention measures, endangering the

public transport business. When public transport is cut back people who have no other means of

transportation are deprived of their freedom of movement. Support by the government is necessary

to maintain public transport. In addition, in areas where there are no places to shop nearby, for those

who do not have a driver’s license, public transport or mobile sales are the only means of shopping.

Even with the spread of the Internet, it is still difficult to purchase fresh foods, and the use of the

Internet is difficult for older people due to the communication environment and technology. In order

to maintain this infrastructure, it is important for government and private sectors to work together.

Mainstreaming Natural Capital into Business
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The flow of natural capital (stock of natural resources such as plants, animals, air, soil, minerals, etc.)

provides a series of benefits to people and is the basis of all human activities, including economic

activities. Understanding the impact and dependence of value chains on natural capital, and taking

measures to protect and sustainably use it, are essential for all businesses.

Focus on supporting micro, small and medium-sized businesses and start-ups in the agriculture and

food sectors in developing and emerging countries

With the accelerating outflow of migrants from rural areas to cities in developing countries, there is a

need to strengthen support for micro, small and medium-sized enterprises (MSME) in the agriculture

and food sectors in rural areas. By getting young people more actively involved in the agricultural

sector, improvements in food production, distribution, and employment can be realized. In addition

to supporting the expansion of Japanese companies, it is also important to develop industries in the

developing countries themselves that will benefit vulnerable groups such as small farmers, and to

pursue collaboration with Japanese companies.

(Environment)

Thorough consideration of the environment and society in infrastructure, industrialization, and

innovation promotion

It is important to reaffirm that the achievement of Goal 9 must contribute not only to economic

sustainability but also to social and environmental sustainability, and to avoid inappropriate

infrastructure construction and industrial innovation without environmental and social

considerations.

(Environment: JACSES)
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SDG 10　Reduced Inequalities

In the background of the Sagamihara Yamayurien Incident (2016) and the murder of an Amyotrophic

Lateral Scierosis (ALS) woman in Kyoto (2020), there is a society that is unable to eradicate

discrimination and prejudice against people with disabilities and has created a eugenic ideology that

people with disabilities are unproductive and worthless. In order to ensure that the lives and dignity

of those who require constant medical care are not left out of COVID-19 measures, it is important to

build a system that ensures sufficient medical resources in normal times. Post-pandemic, it is

important to build a more equal and inclusive society and economy based on the principles of the

SDGs.

(Disability: SDG 10.2, 10.3)

While the college enrollment rate of all Japanese households is 73.2%, that of the households under

public assistance has dropped by half to 33.1%. It is necessary to improve the current situation where

comprehensive and equal learning opportunities are not guaranteed to all, and where poor families

(especially single mother households) give up on going to university due to financial reasons, creating

an educational gap. Therefore, it is important to establish a social security system that covers the

cost of university entrance exams for poor families in order to create a society that provides equal

educational and competitive opportunities for all.

(Youth: SDG 10.2, 10.4)

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, adopted in 2007, outlines the

rights of indigenous peoples around the world and the responsibilities of states to guarantee these

rights as a common global standard. In Japan, the government finally recognized the Ainu people as

an indigenous people in 2008, and the "Ainu Measures Promotion Act'' enacted in 2019 includes the

term "indigenous people" in the text of the law for the first time, but this law does not guarantee

indigenous rights to the Ainu people. In addition, the Ryukyu people are internationally recognized as

an indigenous people of Japan, but the government has yet to recognize them. The ways of

interacting with nature and building societies that indigenous peoples have developed over

considerable time frames contain great hints for shifting our society toward sustainable

development. It is necessary to listen sincerely to the voices of indigenous peoples and guarantee

their rights.

(Local)

From the perspective of civil society, Japan's immigration control, immigration, and refugee policies

have caused many problems, and are in direct opposition to SDG 10.7. Cases of abuse of detainees

have been documented in immigration facilities, and there have been cases where detainees have

died due to violence.

The reason why the Diet did not adopt the amendment to the Immigration Control and Refugee

Recognition Act in its session from January to June of 2021 was that the Immigration Service Agency

did not submit a record to the Diet, despite requests by Diet members, of a case of death of a
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detainee who had become extremely unwell due to complex illnesses and who had not been given

proper medical treatment, which had occurred in a detention center of the Agency.
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SDG 11　Sustainable Cities and Communitites

Since the formulation of the SDGs in 2015, the Japanese government has continued to work on

improving its disaster prevention measures, and in May 2021, it announced its "Proposal for the

Realization of a New Era of Disaster Prevention, Disaster Mitigation, and National Land Resilience,"

indicating its commitment to further improvements in the future.

One of the major issues has been the crowded condition in evacuation centers, but COVID-19 has led

to an emphasis on avoiding crowding, and some improvements have been seen. Japan has learned a

lot from such efforts and from the experiences of recent disasters.

Since it is difficult to evaluate all of Japan's efforts in disaster prevention and mitigation, this section

provides a review from the perspective of civil society on 1) the global indicators of the SDGs and 2)

other issues.

1) Matters related to the global indicators of the SDGs

SDG 11.5.1 (Same as indicators 1.5.1 and 13.1.1)

It is estimated that damage has been controlled to a certain extent by various disaster prevention

measures taken over the years. In recent years, meanwhile, improvements have been made in

evacuation behavior and shelters.

In addition, in order to realize the principle of "leaving no one behind," it is important to consider

disaster response according to factors such as gender and disability. Currently, the Fire and Disaster

Management Agency's "Annual Report on Disasters" is used as reference data for global indicators,

but it only provides aggregated data which does not include detailed categories. While it meets the

minimum requirement, it is generally pointed out that "vulnerable people," are more affected by

disasters, and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR), on which the indicator is

based, also calls for disaggregated data to be collected in order to identify vulnerabilities. Therefore,

if data for separate categories can be presented together, it will help raise awareness in Japan and

show the proactive stance of the government. For example, data on the number of fatalities by

gender and age group in the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and the Great East Japan Earthquake

have been made public4.

In the case of other disasters, in addition to the above data by gender and age group, some local

governments and research institutes have collected and released data on other categories such as

the disabled and non-Japanese nationals. With the revision of the Basic Act on Disaster Control

Measures in 2021, local governments are obliged to make efforts to formulate individual evacuation

plans for people who need support for evacuation. This is a commendable effort that can serve as a

4 White Paper on Gender Equality (2012 edition), Gender Equality Bureau, Cabinet Office
https://www.gender.go.jp/about_danjo/whitepaper/h24/zentai/html/honpen/b1_s00_01.html

32

https://www.gender.go.jp/about_danjo/whitepaper/h24/zentai/html/honpen/b1_s00_01.html


model for the world. At the same time, proactive disclosure of the actual damage will help improve

the disaster preparedness of the nation and the region.

SDG 11.b.2 (Same as indicators 1.5.4 and 13.1.3)

All local governments have already formulated disaster risk reduction (DRR) strategies, and the

achievement rate of this indicator is 100%. This figure indicates the advanced nature of Japan in the

area of DRR. Due to the recent heavy rainfall disasters and COVID-19, meanwhile, the strategies have

been or are being widely revised. It can be said that the need for this will increase further as climate

change progresses. Also, as mentioned above, to realize the "leave no one behind" philosophy, it is

necessary to strengthen the response based on disaggregated data.

For example, presenting figures which show the percentage of local governments which have made

revisions to improve their data collection in the past year will help to demonstrate efforts in Japan.

On the other hand, the fact that women account for only 16.1% of the members of DRR councils

(FY2020) in prefectures and 8.8% at the municipal level, and that not even one woman has been

appointed in 20% (348 out of 1,741) of municipal DRR councils is a serious challenge. The same

concerns apply to other vulnerable groups. Ensuring diversity in the composition of committee

members is an urgent issue, and it is important that a diverse range of people participate in the

decision-making process.

2) Other matters

Communicating disaster risks related to nuclear power plants

One of the biggest lessons Japan has learned through the Great East Japan Earthquake is the risk of

nuclear power plant disasters. The true cost of maintaining nuclear power plants is still unclear.

There has also been confusion in risk communication. On the other hand, large-scale

decontamination work and large-scale and continuous health surveys have been unprecedented

experiences even for the international community.

Nuclear power plants are considered to be a promising way to achieve Goal 7 for some countries that

do not have energy resources, and Japan has been working with these countries to export the

technology.

The lessons learned from the above experiences and activities are very important for those countries

to reduce the damage of disasters in the future and to promote Goal 11.5. However, the Japanese

government has not been proactive in disseminating these lessons.

The Japan CSO Coalition for Disaster Risk Reduction has published "10 Lessons from Fukushima:

Reducing risks and protecting communities from nuclear disasters" in Japanese and 13 other

languages to disseminate the lessons learned. More proactive dissemination from the government is

required.

Compliance with international standards for disaster response

The international community is making progress in developing international standards for

humanitarian activities, including disaster response. Government policies are also gradually adopting

a humanitarian approach. In particular, since the pandemic, announcements and administrative
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communications have been issued regarding the management of evacuation centers with

consideration for infectious diseases, and improvements in sanitary

environments have been made.

However, references to international standards are limited. In the future, it will be necessary to

promote activities in accordance with these standards and to focus on their dissemination.

(Disaster)

The number of barrier-free train stations nationwide is still 49%, and their development , especially

in rural areas, lags far behind. In addition, unmanned stations are increasing throughout the country,

and people with disabilities are forced to contact the station at least one day in advance if they want

to use it. In order to promote understanding of people with disabilities, including the concept of

accessibility, it is necessary to accelerate barrier-free urban development to guarantee the rights of

people with disabilities to mobility and accessibility of information, such as by requiring all related

parties, including governments and businesses, to attend staff training on accessibility.　

(Disability: SDG 11.2.1)

Regarding sustainable community development, SDGs Japan is participating in the Public-Private

Partnership Platform for Local Development, where diverse participants are exchanging opinions and

working on specific activities. However, the data for the global indicators for goals 11.1, 11.2, and

11.3 have not yet been developed. As regional disparities are a growing cause for concern in Japan, if

there is no evidence-based review, there is concern that there will be a rush of measures. Promoting

the development of data for Goal 11 is required.

(Local)

In increasing the stock of insulated housing in Japan and implementing effective insulation policies

toward the 2030 target and carbon neutrality by 2050, it is important to make building insulation

compulsory at an early stage, taking into account the economically vulnerable. Mitigation and

adaptation to global warming can be done at the same time by supporting community-based efforts

to introduce renewable energy and promoting disaster-resistant urban development, which is also

characterised by decentralized electricity sources.

(Youth: SDG 11.7)
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SDG 12  Responsible Consumption and

Production

Global Indicator 12.6.1, which measures progress on Target 12.6 "Encourage companies, especially

large corporations and multinational enterprises, to adopt sustainable practices and include

information on sustainability in their periodic reporting," is the number of companies that issue

sustainability reports. According to a survey conducted by Toyo Keizai Inc. from July to November

2020 among all listed companies (about 3,700 companies) and major unlisted companies, the

number of Japanese companies that issue sustainability reports (integrated reports) was 348 (31%)

out of about 1,600 companies with valid responses, although the Japanese government reports that

it has no data to provide Japanese companies should take the initiative in issuing sustainability

reports in order to achieve the SDGs. However, many of the integrated reports of Japanese

companies are inadequate in disclosing non-financial information such as Environmental, Social, and

Governance (ESG) and in explaining the linkage with financial information. There is a need for

government policies that encourage and provide incentives for companies to issue sustainability

reports and that organize the different types of sustainability reports.

(Development: SDG 12.6)

In government procurement, it is important for the national government itself to practice "SDGs

procurement" first, and then to promote SDGs procurement for funds entrusted to local

governments in the form of subsidies and grants, and to disclose the status of such procurements.

(Social Responsibility: SDG 12.7)
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SDG 13　Climate Action

Evaluation of measures for CO2 and other GHGs is required in the SDG13 climate change mitigation

measures

In relation to Target 13.2, Japan has already submitted its nationally determined contribution (NDC)

and long-term low emission development strategy to the Secretariat of the United Nations

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The introduction of telework and other

changes resulting from COVID-19 should be taken into account, if possible, as well as the expected

impact on GHG emission trends and reduction measures.

(Environment: JACSES)

Climate change adaptation measures should be assessed from the perspective of SDGs "leave no one

behind"

In relation to targets 13.1-13.3, it is pointed out that vulnerable groups with limited resources are

generally more vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. Support for developing countries is also

mentioned in targets 13.a and 13.b. From the perspective of "leaving no one behind," as stated in

13.b, support for countries vulnerable to the impacts of climate change (Least Developed Countries

and Small Island Developing States) and vulnerable groups (women, youth, rural and marginalized

communities, etc.), both domestic and international, should be taken into account in the assessment.

In addition, since COVID-19 has exposed social vulnerabilities such as unemployment and poverty,

the impact of COVID-19 in strengthening resilience to climate change should also be considered.

(Environment: JACSES)

Realization of a "decarbonized society" based on the Paris Agreement

Japan has set a GHG emission reduction target of 46% reduction by 2030 (compared to FY2013) and

net zero in 2050, but the roadmap for implementing this target has not been fully developed. In the

Paris Agreement, it was agreed to reduce GHG emissions to "virtually zero" in the second half of this

century. In order to achieve this goal, it has been pointed out that the actions taken by each country,

including Japan, are currently insufficient. Japan, having signed the agreement, needs to introduce a

domestic process to implement it and to strengthen measures for energy conservation, renewable

energy, fuel conversion, and all other aspects of decarbonization.

Strengthen domestic and international measures to reduce GHGs other than CO2 such as CFCs and

methane

In order to prevent damage caused by climate change, as many GHGs as possible need to be reduced

globally in a rapid and efficient manner. About 30% of global GHG emissions are GHGs other than

CO2 that originate from energy. Methane accounts for more than 15% of global emissions. Some

estimates suggest that reducing GHGs other than CO2 in developing countries will not be very costly,

but there are preconceptions that it will be expensive. The UNFCCC deals with hydrofluorocarbons

(HFCs) among chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), and the Montreal Protocol CFCs, CFCs and

hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs), do not receive much attention. Therefore, it is urgent to
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strengthen support for domestic and international measures for other GHGs such as CFCs and

methane, while promoting research including cost calculation.

Promoting GHG emission reductions by using the functions of natural ecosystems: IGES

The rainforests, mangroves and other natural ecosystems in developing countries store a large

amount of carbon. Preserving and restoring these ecosystems could achieve 30% of the GHG

emission reductions needed to keep global temperature rise below 2°C. However, only 2% of the

climate change funds allocated to developing countries have been used for this purpose, and the

potential for emission reductions has not been met. We urge the Japanese government to allocate

more funds to preserving the natural ecosystems of developing countries. Market mechanisms could

be used to increase the amount of money allocated to this area.

Securing climate change adaptation measures, including for vulnerable groups in developing

countries

It is increasingly recognized that the frequent occurrence of damage caused by extreme weather

events both at home and abroad is deeply related to the progress of global warming, and it is

necessary to further promote and support adaptation measures that include vulnerable groups and

the poor who are most affected by these events.

(Environment)

Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related and natural disasters in all countries

Projects contributing to "Eco-DRR" such as green infrastructure should be further developed in order

to both support DRR and biodiversity conservation. (SDG 13.1)

Incorporate climate change measures into national policies, strategies and plans

The current 2030 target for "less than 1.5°C in 2050" is not sufficient. Coral reef ecosystems will be

severely damaged by even a 1.5°C temperature rise, as stated in the Intergovernmental Panel on

Climate Change (IPCC) 1.5°C Special Report. Therefore, it is necessary to set an objective to limit the

temperature rise as much as possible and to adopt policies that can achieve it. (SDG 13.2)

(Environment: Coral Network)
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SDG 14　Life below Water　

Issues faced by marine ecosystems and promotion of conservation

Degradation of biodiversity in the marine environment and decline in coastal functions due to marine

debris are becoming an issue. The issues facing marine ecosystems are not limited to the problem of

marine plastics, but include the serious impact of climate change on vulnerable ecosystems such as

coral reefs and the increased risk of endangering sea turtles. In addition, Japan's fishery production

has been on a downward trend since reaching its peak in 1984, and there are many other issues such

as marine pollution caused by eutrophication resulting from industrial and domestic wastewater

runoff. Despite this enormous degradation of marine ecosystems, the Marine Biodiversity Strategy

formulated by the Fisheries Agency has not been reviewed since its enactment in 2011, nor has it

been periodically inspected. In addition, the Fisheries Agency and the Ministry of the Environment

jointly prepared the Marine Red List in 2017, but there are issues such as it was judged that there

was insufficient information on half of the species on the list.

Based on the current situation described above, we make the following recommendations.

➢ Review and revise the Marine Biodiversity Strategy and conduct regular inspections of the

strategic plan.

➢ Increase in the number of species surveyed for the Red List of Marine Living Organisms,

operation of the Red List after its creation, continuous monitoring, and regular

implementation of evaluation, updating, and review.

➢ Strengthening fishery resource management by promoting sustainable use of fishery

resources to ensure that fishery and food traditions are passed onto future generations,

strengthening measures against overfishing and poaching, and accelerating the necessary

research and selection work to increase Total Allowable Catch (TAC) fish species, which is

being considered in conjunction with the revision of the Fisheries Law.

➢ While it is commendable that the target for protected areas was achieved on time, the

establishment of more protected areas is essential as Japan has joined the "High Ambition

Coalition for Nature and People", and must continue to establish new protected areas and

strengthen the implementation of management.

(Youth: SDG 14.2, 14.5, 14.6)

➢ In the Seto Inland Sea and other areas, the control of eutrophication of the ocean by setting

strict effluent standards has been successful. On the other hand, in Okinawa and other areas,

sufficient measures have not been taken for soil (red soil) and nutrient salt runoff from

agricultural land, untreated or insufficiently treated wastewater from livestock, and pollution

runoff due to insufficient diffusion of septic tanks in households and businesses. The current

situation is that coral reef ecosystems, which are under enormous stress due to rising sea

temperatures, are being subjected to additional local stress. Appropriate installation and

operation of wastewater treatment facilities need to be promoted as soon as possible. (SDG

14.1)
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➢ The period 2021-2030 is the UN Decade of Ecosystem Recovery and the UN Decade of

Marine Science. For the latter, the Japanese committee has been established and the

"Decade of Marine Science: Japan's Approaches" has been published. For the former, a

promotion organization should also be started up, and together with the UN Decade of

Marine Science Japan Committee, accelerate the regeneration of ecosystems in the marine

sector. (SDG 14.2)

➢ Accelerate the acquisition and dissemination of scientific knowledge on the impacts of ocean

acidification on fisheries resources, tourism, etc., in order to address early mitigation of

impacts on marine industries. (SDG 14.3)

➢ Governments and businesses need to work together to promote resource management,

including reviewing TAC fish species as stipulated in the revised Fisheries Act. (SDG 14.4)

➢ The importation of marine resources obtained from Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated

(IUU) fishing into Japan at low prices is putting pressure on the domestic fishing industry.

Policies to strengthen and implement traceability and due diligence should be adopted. (SDG

14.4)

➢ The post-2020 biodiversity framework, which is currently under discussion, has a proposed

target of 30% conservation by 2030. At present, Japan has achieved the 10% target with the

newly established offshore seabed natural environment conservation area. However, many

of these areas are under the control of the fishermen necessary to strengthen policy in order

to make further additions. Measures to expand conservation areas should be positioned as

part of the overall vision for ocean use and conservation, including the review of the Basic

Plan for Ocean Policy. (SDG 14.5)

➢ Coastal ecosystems are greatly affected by pollution from land-based sources and drifted

marine debris (marine plastics). However, in areas where regulations and countermeasures

are not sufficient, small-scale coastal fishermen have no choice but to protect themselves by

their own efforts, and are severely disadvantaged. In addition to accelerating the disposal of

drifted debris based on the Law for the Promotion of Coastal Debris Disposal, there is a need

to expand efforts to control pollution sources on land, such as by supporting the enactment

of the Osaka Blue Ocean Vision implementation plan by more local governments. (SDG14.b)

➢ The United Nations should urgently conclude discussions on an international convention on

marine biodiversity in areas outside national jurisdiction, and promote its entry into force

and ratification, with a view to conserving biodiversity in the high seas and thereby

conserving and sustainably using marine resources. (SDG 14.c)

(Environment: Coral Network)
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SDG 15 　Life on Land

Discussions on the successor to Aichi Biodiversity Standard, which is incorporated in the SDGs, are in

progress towards COP15. As the country which compiled the Aichi Guidelines, we would like to make

use of the evaluation of Japan in order to work on the formulation and implementation of the next

guideline. The target group for biodiversity in the SDGs is set until 2020 and there is no target set for

2030. It is necessary to position the post-2020 framework as an update of the SDGs'

biodiversity-related targets. As for the contents of the post-2020 framework, while there has been a

series of announcements at the level of heads of state and government, of ambitious targets, such as

the expansion of protected areas, acceleration of efforts in agriculture, forestry and fisheries,

consideration of biodiversity by companies, and commitment to positive impact, Japan has been

limited to announcements by the environment minister. A strong message from Prime Minister Suga

is needed. The move to achieve the Paris Agreement through financial initiatives is accelerating

rapidly, and rule-making to support the achievement of the biodiversity-related targets from a

financial perspective has also begun (TNFD: Taskforce on Nature-related Financial Disclosures). Japan

has been late to this movement, and it is necessary to discuss the issue with NGOs, companies and

financial institutions.

(Environment: IUCN-J)

COVID-19 is a zoonotic virus that originates in wildlife, and illegal and high-risk wildlife trade and

consumption has been cited as one of the factors in the outbreak of the disease, requiring changes in

consumer behavior to reduce demand for wildlife and support safety standards. The Ministry of

Environment (MOE) is implementing the "Basic Project for Zoonosis Control from Wild Birds and

Animals", but measures taking the one-health approach are still lacking across ministries and

agencies. In addition, the effects caused by friction between wildlife and humans are not limited to

the occurrence of zoonotic diseases, and appropriate protection is needed to maintain the health of

wildlife. Common species such as insects, mammals, birds, amphibians, and reptiles are not subject

to protection unless they are registered as endangered species or natural monuments. Based on

these current conditions, the following recommendations are made:

● Strengthen wildlife trade regulations to prevent the next pandemic of zoonotic diseases.

● Promote interagency measures for environmental protection that emphasize a one-health

approach to maintain and improve the health of people, animals and nature.

● Expansion of measures to prevent common species from becoming endangered species,

such as revision of the Wildlife Protection Law.

● Expand monitoring of wildlife species and populations affected by roadkill and publish data.

● Establishment of a system that allows everyone to easily access information and data related

to biodiversity.

While progress has been made in "spreading biodiversity awareness throughout society" through

strengthening efforts by various organizations, the level of awareness of the term "biodiversity",

which was set at 75% or higher, fell below the target at 51.8%. In Japan, there is a growing awareness

of the importance of coexistence between people and the natural environment, including

biodiversity. In Japan, there is insufficient recognition of the importance of coexistence between
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people and the natural environment, including biodiversity, and actions are not being taken in order

to achieve the necessary social transformation to address the direct and indirect causes of

biodiversity degradation. Addressing the challenges of The National Biodiversity Strategy 2011 -2020,

it is important to strengthen measures to raise awareness of the term "biodiversity" and to promote

approaches to improve stagnant interest towards activities for biodiversity conservation and indirect

factors, as well as to encourage people to take more ownership of the problem.

(Youth: SDG 15.5, 15.9, 15.a)
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SDG 16　Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions

SDG16 underpins the achievement of the SDGs as a whole, however, according to the "JAPAN SDGs

Action Platform," on the website of the Ministry of Foreign Affair (MOFA) "Measuring Progress with

Global SDG Indicators" shows that there are no data available at this time for 12 indicators out of 24.

The data needs to be disclosed and posted as soon as possible in order to be reported in the VNR

report and to show the latest progress both domestically and internationally.

Not all global indicators directly indicate the progress of the targets. For example, indicator 16.10.2

"Number of countries that have adopted constitutions, laws, regulations or policies that guarantee

public access to information" corresponds to target 16.10 "Ensure public access to information and

guarantee fundamental freedoms in accordance with national laws and international agreements.

The Japanese government has stated that "Japan has the Law Concerning Access to Information Held

by Administrative Organs (Law No. 42 of 1999), and any person may request the head of an

administrative organ to disclose administrative documents held by the administrative organ pursuant

to the Law. Therefore, it can be said that Japan has adopted a constitution, laws and regulations, and

implementation of policies that guarantee public access to information,". In other words, the report

states that Japan meets the global indicators, but in reality, although a system that guarantees public

access to information has been established, incidents such as the destruction and concealment of

the Self-Defense Forces' daily reports by the Ministry of Defense and the falsification and

concealment of administrative documents by the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

(METI)have been reported. In addition, the disclosure of information by the government has been

limited to an arbitrary scope, such as blacking out non-personal information, and operational issues

have been pointed out. Therefore, it is necessary to establish domestic indicators to complement the

global indicators. For example, we propose the adoption of "the number of requests for information

disclosure," "the percentage of decisions to disclose information," "the number of overdue cases,"

and "in the case of information disclosure that includes non-disclosed portions, the percentage of

non-disclosed portions in the entire document. In addition, in relation to the section of the target on

"guaranteeing fundamental freedoms," we propose the adoption of "the percentage of people who

believe that they can speak their mind freely," "the percentage of respondents who feel that they can

participate freely in civil society organizations," and "the percentage of respondents who believe that

the government can protect the freedom of the press and media, the freedom of ordinary people to

discuss political issues at home and in public, and the freedom of academic and cultural life. Target

16.a "Percentage of respondents who feel that they can participate in the development process,

particularly in the development of their own country".

Target 16.a: "Strengthen relevant national institutions, through international cooperation and other

means, to build capacity at all levels for the prevention of violence and the elimination of terrorism

and crime, especially in developing countries. With regard to Global Indicator 16.a.1, "Existence or

non-existence of independent national human rights institutions in compliance with the Paris

Principles" , the Japanese government reports that the report said does not exist. National Human

Rights Institutions (NHRIs) are independent administrative bodies established by the State that have
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a constitutional or legislative mandate to promote and protect human rights. NHRIs are part of the

administrative structure of the State but operate independently of the government. The general role

of NHRIs is to address all forms of discrimination and to promote civil, political, economic, social and

cultural rights. The core functions of NHRIs include grievance redressal, human rights education, and

recommendations on legal reforms. Effective NHRIs are an important link between the government

and civil society. They contribute significantly to bridging the "protection gap" between the human

rights of individuals and the obligations of States under international law. There are six models of

NHRIs around the world, including human rights commissions, human rights ombudsman

institutions, hybrid institutions, advisory bodies, institutes and centers, and complex institutions. This

indicator shows whether any of these models exist in a country and function independently to

protect and promote human rights, including preventing and remedying violations.

Based on the recommendation from the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human

Rights (OHCHR), the Japanese government should establish an independent national human rights

institution as soon as possible to protect and remedy human rights.

SDG 16.2

In 2018, the Japanese government joined the Global Partnership to Eradicate Violence against

Children (GPEVAC), which was established to promote SDG 16.2, and established a multi-stakeholder

platform consisting of ministries, agencies, civil society, the private sector, experts, and international

organizations to develop National Action Plans (NAP) to eradicate violence against children. In

developing the NAP, children themselves were given the opportunity to provide input.

After the NAP has been formulated, it is necessary to establish a system for setting indicators and

monitoring the progress of the NAP by multi-stakeholders, as well as to ensure that efforts for the

elimination of violence are implemented with the participation of children.

Furthermore, against the backdrop of these developments, the Child Welfare Law and other revised

laws were enacted in June 2020, making the prohibition of corporal punishment statutory, but there

are still issues that need to be addressed, such as the fact that psychological punishment is not

included and the right to discipline under the Civil Code still remains.

(Development)

The following international indicators are required to show data on persons with disabilities, but

these have not been presented by the Japanese government. There is a concern that by excluding

persons with disabilities from the list of progress indicators, which are presented only by gender and

age, the challenges faced by persons with disabilities and efforts to address them will be left behind.

1.3.1 Percentage of the population protected by social security systems

4.a.1 Percentage of schools with access to appropriate facilities, etc.

8.5.1 Average hourly wage of workers.

8.5.2 Unemployment rate

10.2.1 Percentage of population living on less than half of median income

11.2.1 Percentage of population with easy access to public transport

11.7.1 Average percentage of public spaces available
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11.7.2 Percentage of cases of physical or sexual harassment

16.7.1 Percentage of positions in public institutions

16.7.2 Percentage of people who believe that decision-making is inclusive and reflective

Japan's sincere response to the ratification and implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights

of Persons with Disabilities, such as the introduction of wheelchair-free spaces on the Shinkansen

bullet trains and the increase in the number of people with disabilities employed by the private

sector, should be commended internationally, and many of the SDG indicators have improved since

2015. In the case of setting alternative indicators, people with disabilities should be included in the

data, and an accurate understanding of the situation of people with disabilities and evaluation of

their efforts should be sought. It is important that these alternative indicators are set in consultation

with organizations of people with disabilities.

(Disability: SDG 16.7.1, 16.7.2)

In Japan, local governments have established a system of "residents' proposal-based projects,'' in

which residents identify their own issues and incorporate them into local government policies

through a certain process, and also become the leaders of these policies. This can be seen as an

example of a transparent and accountable governmental institution as described in Target 16.6 and

participatory decision-making as described in 16.7. For example, the "Residents' Proposal Model

Project'' implemented in Okayama City is promoting the participation of LGBTIQ people in

government and guaranteeing access to education for children who have to be hospitalized for a long

period of time. The "Hundred People's Committee" established by Chizu Town in Tottori Prefecture is

promoting the realization of infant child care using the nature of mountain villages and the

establishment of a training base for “Zibatsu” (self-cutting forestry) that sustainably utilizes the

natural resources of mountain villages. These are good examples of how targets 16.6, 16.7, and 17.17

have been translated into local government policies.

If Japan is to lead the world in achieving the SDGs, it should not only tackle domestic issues, but also

actively support peace, human rights, and democracy in other countries. In particular recently, the

confrontation between the National League for Democracy) and the national army over power in

Myanmar has escalated, and the violation of human rights of citizens by the national army has

become a major concern for the international community. The Japanese government, which

promotes democracy, the rule of law, and respect for human rights, called for a moratorium on other

ODA projects while strengthening humanitarian and medical assistance to protect the livelihoods of

Myanmar citizens. We also call on the Japanese government to continue to take immediate and

proactive measures for the democratization of Myanmar, including clarification of its policy. We also

call for regular monitoring of the use of new ODA projects in the future to ensure that companies

related to the national military do not benefit financially from them. In addition, in light of the

current situation of the military coup and violence against civilians by the security forces, we believe

that the protection of human rights would be enhanced by taking measures to allow Myanmarese

residents in Japan who wish to postpone their return to their country to be allowed to extend their

stay.

(Youth: SDG 16.a)

Current situation and assessment related to youth in the world and Japan
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The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in unstable part-time employment, falling wages, etc. (SDG 8)

in Japan and abroad, unparalleled in the 21st century. On the social front, there has been an increase

in the number of cases of psychological and physical violence against vulnerable groups, including

children, youth and women (SDG 5, 16, etc.), and an increase in the number of suicides among young

people (SDG 3, etc.), indicating a significant decline in individual mental health and social resilience.

The social group of young people is not only a stakeholder who will take action as future generations,

but also a vulnerable group that is susceptible to the compounding effects of the current instability in

society. There are several examples of youth groups making proposals in response to such a critical

situation.

On the other hand, the contributions of Japanese young people to social issues are often individual

and voluntary, and there is no space for young people in official meetings. Furthermore, the results

of their contributions are not always reflected in policies.

One of the fundamental reasons why the opinions of young people are not reflected in policies is

that there is no system or mechanism in place to position young people as stakeholders in policy

decision-making and policy monitoring.

In addition to the lack of mobility and funding of social activities, the regional disparity in youth

activities is another potential challenge that the youth faces when initiating action. In rural areas,

when young people are interested in the SDGs and want to take action, there are few people of the

same generation who share the same goals, so activities do not progress, and information does not

reach them sufficiently.

(Youth)
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SDG 17　Partnerships for the goals

For SDG 17.2.1 "Net official development assistance, in total and to least developed countries, as a

proportion of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) Development

Assistance Committee donors’ gross national income (GNI)", the 2019 data for "Net ODA

disbursements as a per cent of GNI" was 0.22, and for "Net ODA disbursements to least developed

countries as a percent of GNI" was 0.10. The former was far from the target of 0.7, agreed upon

internationally since the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The Japanese government needs to

clarify the roadmap and the progress toward 2030 as the target 17.2 states that "ODA providers are

encouraged to consider setting a target to provide at least 0.20 per cent of ODA/GNI to least

developed countries”.

With regard to SDG 17.3.1 "Foreign direct investments (FDI), ODA and South-South Cooperation as a

proportion of total domestic budget" and 10.a.1 "Proportion of tariff lines applied to imports from

least developed countries and developing countries with zero-tariff", the flow of funds for

development (ODA The current status of Japan's ODA, Other Official Flows (OOF) and Private Flows

(PF) contribution in the flow of resources for development (ODA, FDI, South-South cooperation, and

others) should be described and the target clarified.

(Development: SDG 17.2, 17.3)

With regard to multi-stakeholder partnerships, the Roundtable on SDGs is proceeding with a

multi-stakeholder process that includes civil society, but the participation of NGOs/NPOs and civil

society is still insufficient in areas such as economic growth, regional development, and international

cooperation. Multi-stakeholder partnerships need to be more thorough in the future.

(Social responsibility: SDG 17.16 and 17.17)

There is a need to set ambitious targets for building multi-stakeholder partnerships based on Major

Groups and Other Stakeholders (MGoS), including regional and indigenous peoples in SDG 17.16 and

17.17.

The global indicators announced by the government are "indicators for which internationally agreed

definitions or calculation methods have not been released by the United Nations", but the budget

committed to public-private partnerships, such as the "grant system for projects in which the

government and civic activity groups collaborate" and "civic collaboration projects proposed by the

government" in the budget of municipalities in Japan should be raised as a point in the municipal

budget, and be confirmed at the municipal level.

Further promotion and review of the development of local indicators with the participation of local

residents

The government's WG on Local Indicators for the Promotion of Municipal SDGs has been studying

the issue, and an updated version has been released in the summer of 2019. This is an initiative for
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local common indicators (local indicators that apply to any municipality). The study of local unique

indicators (indicators created independently by individual municipalities in collaboration with local

stakeholders) has many possibilities other than organizing and analyzing the KPIs raised by the

municipalities selected as SDG Future Cities. It is important to expand this WG and create an

environment in which civil society can participate.

For example, Kurobe City, Shizuoka City, Toyama City, Chofu City, and other cities have started to

create local goals based on local issues and formulate local indicators to measure the progress. As

the number of local leaders is decreasing due to the declining and aging populations, these cities aim

to formulate goals and indicators that will improve the sustainability of the community in a

participatory manner and share them with the public. It is effective in promoting local activities and

encouraging resident participation and partnerships within the community.

In order to promote 1) and 2) above, for example, the government and NGOs/NPOs in the region

where an international mega-event (the 2021 Olympics or Expo 2025) will be held can hold a

dialogue to put the SDGs into practice.

The Osaka Expo scheduled to be held in 2025 has "SDGs+beyond" as its goal concept. The application

for registration submitted by Japan to the Bureau of International Expositions states, "The Expo will

be positioned as a midway point in the efforts by countries around the world to achieve the SDGs,

and will provide an excellent opportunity to confirm progress and accelerate efforts to achieve them.

In light of the above, it has been declared to the international community that the Osaka Expo is an

event for achieving the SDGs, and in holding the event, it is necessary to share information with

Japanese society and the world at large, while confirming with local civil society how the Expo should

be managed as an SDGs World Expo and how it is progressing. It is necessary to share this

information with Japanese society and the world at large.

Multi-sectors, including civil society in the host region, should be positioned as partners in the

hosting of international events in Japan.

(Local)

SDG promotion system

It is important to ensure that all policy processes, including policy development and follow-up

processes, provide space (including online spaces) for the full participation of marginalized social

groups, including children and youth.

It is important to recognize young people as unique stakeholders with multiple natures, and to

disseminate information and raise awareness without discrimination regarding financial support or

regional bias, so that they can become more active in taking action towards a sustainable society.

We would like to continue to provide opportunities for consultation with young people, working with

the coordination mechanisms.

(Youth)
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